RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  DROXFORD, 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 


ANNUAL 

Report  of  tpe  iRedicai  Officer  of  i>eaiti). 

For  the  Year  ending  December  jist,  igo8. 


Droxford, 

January,  1909. 

Gentlemen, 

Under  the  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  relative  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
every  Medical  Officer  is  required  to  make  an  Annual  Report  to  the  end  of  December  in  each  year,  and 
such  Annual  Report  shall  comprise  : — 

I.  — A summary  of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease. 

II.  — An  account  of  the  Sanitary  State  of  the  District  generally  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

III.  — An  account  of  the  enquiries  made  by  such  officer  as  to  conditions  injurious  to  health 
existing  in  the  District,  and  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  such  conditions  in  which  he  has  taken  part 
or  advised  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

IV.  — Tabular  Statements  of  the  Sickness  and  Mortality  within  the  District,  classified  according 
to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 


I. — A summary  of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease  : — 

JANUARY. 

The  District  was  free  from  any  Zymotic  disease. 

FEBRUARY. 

The  District  was  free  from  any  Zymotic  disease. 

MARCH. 

The  District  was  free  from  any  Zymotic  disease. 

APRIL. 

The  District  was  free  from  any  Zymotic  disease. 

MAY. 

Scarlet  Fever. — One  case  notified  at  Hanger’s  Hill,  Bishop’s  Waltham,  a child  of  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances.  The  Inspector  probably  brought  the  infection  home  with  him,  after  disinfecting 
a house  after  Scarlet  Fever.  Isolated,  supplied  with  disinfectants,  and  fumigated.  No 
further  spread. 

JUNE. 

Diphtheria. — One  case  notified  at  Northbrook,  Bishop’s  Waltham.  Sink  pipe  broken,  and  slop  water 
soaking  into  floor  of  house,  drain  untrapped  and  unventilated.  The  pipe  was  repaired, 
and  drain  trapped  and  ventilated.  The  child  was  isolated.  Supplied  with  disinfectants,  and 
fumigated. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  case  notified  at  Soberton  Forest,  contracted  by  eating  cockles  gathered  from 
the  mud  at  Fareham.  The  sanitary  arrangements  and  water  at  the  house  were 
satisfactory.  Stools  and  linen  disinfected.  Woman  died.  No  further  spread. 

JULY. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Two  cases  notified  at  St.  Clare’s  Farm^  Cottages,  Corhampton.  The  woman  went 
to  a club  fete  at  the  Millbarrows,  and  bought  some  things  from  some  gipsies,  and  probably 
got  infected  from  them  ; before  it  was  known  she  had  scarlet  fever,  she  sent  her  baby  in 
next  door  for  her  neighbour  to  look  after,  and  infected  her.  Both  cases  were  isolated, 
supplied  with  disinfectants,  and  fumigated.  No  further  spread. 

Diphtheria. — Two  cases  notified  in  the  same  family,  as  notified  last  month,  at  Northbrook,  Bishop’s 
Waltham.  Isolated,  supplied  with  disinfectants,  and  fumigated.  No  further  spread. 

Erysipelas. — One  case  notified  at  Basingwell  Street  Bishop’s  Waltham.  Sink  pipe  improperly 
connected  with  drain,  and  drain  unventilated.  Had  sink  pipe  disconnected,  and  drain 
trapped  and  ventilated.  Supplied  with  disinfectants. 

AUGUST. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  case  notified  at  Eastway,  Bishop’s  Waltham.  The  two  sink  drains  at  the  house 
were  unventilated.  While  the  Bishop’s  Waltham  Waterworks  Company  were  laying  a 
main  to  Curdridge,  several  of  the  surface  water  drains  carrying  sewage  matter  were 
broken,  and  there  was  a very  offensive  smell  blowing  right  into  the  man’s  office  and 
bedroom.  The  drains  at  the  house  were  trapped.  The  stools  and  linen  disinfected.  No 
further  spread. 
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SEPTEMBER. 

Diphtheria. —Fifteen  cases  notified.  One  case  at  Albert  Terrace,  Newtown,  Bishop’s  Waltham.  Sink 
pipe  directly  connected  with  drain,  and  drain  unventilated  ; had  sink  pipe  disconnected, 
and  drain  trapped  and  ventilated.  One  case  at  Woodman’s  Farm,  Curdridge  Lane.  Privy 
Cesspool  foul  and  overflowing ; had  Cesspool  cleaned  out.  One  case  at  Wintershill 
Common,  Bishop’s  Waltham.  Sink  pipe  directly  connected  with  drain,  and  drain 
unventilated  ; had  Sink  pipe  disconnected,  and  drain  ventilated.  One  case  at  Durley 
Street,  Durley.  Sink  pipe  directly  connected  with  drain  and  drain  unventilated,  and 
emptying  into  road  ditch ; drain  done  away  with,  slops  emptied  on  to  garden.  Four 
cases  in  the  same  family,  in  Back  Lane,  Curdridge.  Privy  Cesspool  foul  and  overflowing  ; 
had  Cesspool  cleaned  out.  Two  cases,  in  the  same  family,  at  Hillside  Road,  Curdridge; 
no  sanitary  defect.  One  case  at  Hole  Lane,  Curdridge  ; no  sanitary  defect.  One  case 
at  the  back  of  Curdridge  Church ; no  sanitary  defect.  One  case  opposite  Durley 
Sawmills  ; privy  just  by  back  door.  One  case  in  Chapel  Road,  Curdridge  ; no  sanitary 
defect.  One  case  at  Middle  Farm  Cottages,  Durley;  drain  unventilated.  Nine  of  the 
above  cases  at  Curdridge  were  notified  in  two  days.  I went  to  Curdridge  Schools,  and 
found  two  fresh  air  inlets  on  the  play  ground  with  the  valves  broken,  the  intercepting 
trap  blocked  up,  and  the  inspection  chamber  three  parts  full  of  sewage  and  sewer  gas 
coming  out  of  the  fresh  air  inlets,  which  was  the  cause  ot  the  outbreak.  The  first  case 
had  been  going  to  school  for  two  or  three  days  with  diphtheria,  had  had  no  medical 
attendant,  was  taken  suddenly  worse  in  the  night  and  died.  The  schools  at  Curdridge 
were  closed  for  a month,  and  disinfected,  the  fresh  air  inlets  were  repaired,  and  intercepting 
trap  cleared  out.  All  the  cases  were  isolated,  supplied  with  disinfectants,  and  fumigated. 

OCTOBER. 

Diphtheria. — -Eight  cases  notified.  One  case  in  Curdridge  Lane,  contracted  at  school,  child  developing 
a sore  throat  the  day  after  the  school  was  closed ; had  no  medical  attendant  at  the  time. 
Sink  drain  running  into  ditch,  and  drain  unventilated  ; had  drain  carried  into  cesspool  and 
ventilated.  Two  cases  opposite  Durley  Sawmills  in  the  same  family  as  notified  last 
month.  Two  cases  in  the  same  family  at  Hillside  Road,  Curdridge;  privy  joining  on  to 
back  door  ; had  privy  removed  further  away  from  house.  Two  cases  in  the  same  family 
at 'Victoria  buildings,  Newtown,  Bishop’s  Waltham ; sink  drain  unventilated,  had  drain 
ventilated.  One  case  in  Back  Lane,  Curdridge ; no  sanitary  defect.  They  were  all 
isolated,  supplied  with  disinfectants,  and  fumigated. 

Erysipelas. — One  case  notified  at  Meonstoke.  Privy  in  a foul  state.  Had  privy  cleaned  out. 

NOVEMBER. 

Diphtheria. — One  case  notified  in  Back  Lane,  Curdridge,  in  the  same  family  as  notified  last  month, 
Isolated,  supplied  with  disinfectants,  and  fumigated. 

DECEMBER. 

Diphtheria. — One  case  notified  at  Durley  Mill  Cottage;  sink  drain  blocked  up,  foul,  and  unventilated 
and  a collection  of  decaying  vegetable  matter  close  to  back  door  : had  refuse  removed 
drain  cleared  and  ventilated.  Isolated,  supplied  with  disinfectants,  and  fumigated.  Child 
died. 

Erysipelas. — Two  cases  notified,  one  at  Shirrell  Heath,  no  sanitary  defect ; and  the  other  case  at 
Droxford,  traumatic,  child  fell  down  and  cut  his  knee.  No  sanitary  defect. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Smallpox.— No  case. 

Measles. — Very  few  cases  during  the  year.  No  fatal  case. 

Scarlet  Fever. — One  case  notified  in  May  at  Hanger’s  Hill,  Bishop’s  Waltham,  a child  of  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances;  probably  brought  infection  home  from  a case  he  had  visited  to 
disinfect.  Two  cases  notified  in  July,  at  St.  Clare’s  Farm  Cottages,  Corhampton ; 
woman  went  to  a club  fete  at  the  Millbarrows,  and  bought  some  things  from  some  gipsies 
and  probably  got  infected  from  them,  sent  her  baby  in  next  door  for  her  neighbour  to  look 
after,  and  infected  her.  There  were  three  cases  in  all  notified  during  the  year.  They  were 
all  isolated  in  their  own  homes,  supplied  with  disinfectants,  and  fumigated.  No  fatal  case. 

Mumps. — No  case. 

Diphtheria. — One  case  notified  in  June  at  Northbrook,  Bishop’s  Waltham.  Sink  pipe  broken,  and 
slop  water  soaking  into  floor  of  house,  drain  untrapped  and  unventilated.  I had  sink  pipe 
repaired,  and  drain  trapped  and  ventilated.  Two  cases  notified  in  July  at  Northbrook, 
Bishop’s  Waltham,  in  the  same  family  as  last  month,  very  large  family,  and  first  child 
probably  not  kept  properly  isolated.  Fifteen  cases  notified  in  September.  One  case  at 
Albert  Terrace,  Newtown,  Bishop’s  Waltham.  Sink  pipe  directly  connected  with  drain, 
and  drain  unventilated;  had  pipe  disconnected,  and  drain  trapped  and  ventilated.  One 
case  at  Wintershill  Common,  Bishop’s  Waltham.  Sink  pipe  directly  connected  with  drain, 
and  drain  unventilated  ; had  pipe  disconnected,  and  drain  trapped  and  ventilated.  One 
case  notified  at  Durley  Street,  Durley.  Sink  pipe  directly  connected  with  drain,  and  drain 
unventilated,  and  emptying  into  road  ditch ; drain  done  away  with  altogether,  and  slops 
thrown  on  to  the  garden.  One  case  opposite  Durley  Saw  Mills.  Privy  too  close  to  the  house  ; 
privy  moved  further  away  from  house.  One  case  at  Middle  Farm  Cottages,  Durley.  Ten 
cases  notified  in  the  Parish  of  Curdridge,  all  practically  taken  ill  at  the  same  time,  and  all 
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notified  within  four  days.  One  case  at  Curdridge  Lane.  Privy  foul ; had  it  cleaned  out. 
Four  cases  in  the  same  family  at  Back  Lane,  Curdridge,  Privy  cesspool  foul  and 
overflowing  ; had  cesspool  cleaned  out.  One  of  this  family  was  the  first  case  in  Curdridge. 
The  child  had  a sore  throat,  had  no  Medical  Attendant,  and  was  sent  to  school,  was 
taken  suddenly  worse  in  the  night,  and  died  before  a doctor  could  see  him.  Two  cases  in 
the  same  family  at  Hillside  Road,  Curdridge  ; no  sanitary  defect.  One  case  at  Hole  Lane, 
Curdridge  ; no  sanitary  defect.  One  case  at  the  back  of  Curdridge  Church  ; no  sanitary 
defect.  One  case  at  Chapel  Road,  Curdridge ; no  sanitary  defect.  Eight  cases  notified  in 
October.  One  case  at  Curdridge  Lane,  contracted  at  school.  Child  had  a sore  throat  at 
the  time  the  school  was  closed,  but  had  no  Medical  Attendant  at  the  time.  Two  cases  in 
the  same  family  opposite  Durley  Sawmills,  in  the  same  family  as  case  notified  there  last 
month.  Two  cases  in  the  same  family  at  Hillside  Road,  Curdridge.  Privy  joining  on  to  back 
door ; had  Privy  removed  further  away  from  house.  Two  cases  in  the  same  family  at 
Victoria  Buildings,  Newtown,  Bishop’s  Waltham.  Drain  un ventilated  ; had  drain 
ventilated.  One  case  in  Back  Lane,  Curdridge,  contracted  at  school.  One  case  notified 
in  November  at  Back  Lane,  Curdridge,  in  the  same  family  as  case  notified  there  last 
month.  One  case  notified  in  December  at  Durley  Mill  Cottage.  Sink  drain  blocked  up, 
foul  and  unventilated,  and  a collection  of  decaying  vegetable  matter  just  outside  back  door  ; 
had  drain  cleared  and  ventilated,  and  refuse  removed.  There  were  twenty-eight  cases  in 
all  notified  during  the  year ; they  were  all  isolated  in  their  own  homes,  supplied  with 
disinfectants,  and  fumigated.  Two  fatal  cases. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  case  notified  in  June  at  Soberton  Forest  contracted  by  eating  cockles  collected 
from  the  mud  at  Fareham.  One  case  notified  in  August  at  Eastway,  Bishop’s  Waltham  ; two 
sink  drains  at  the  house  were  unventilated,  and  while  the  Bishop’s  Waltham  Waterworks 
Company  were  laying  a main  to  Curdridge,  some  of  the  surface  water  drains  carrying 
sewage  matter  were  broken,  and  a very  offensive  smell  blew  right  into  the  man’s  office  and 
bedroom.  The  drains  at  the  house  were  ventilated.  Two  cases,  in  all,  were  notified 
during  the  year  ; the  stools  and  linen  were  disinfected.  One  fatal  case. 

Diarrhoea. — There  was  very  little  diarrhoea  in  the  District  during  the  year.  No  fatal  case. 

Group. — Not  many  cases  during  the  year.  No  fatal  case. 

Influenza. — Was  not  very  prevalent,  of  a fairly  mild  type.  One  fatal  case. 

Whooping  Gough. — Was  very  prevalent  at  Bishop’s  Waltham,  Upham,  and  Swanmore;  the  schools 
at  Upham  and  Swanmore  were  closed  for  a month  on  account  of  it  greatly  reducing  the 
attendance.  Two  fatal  cases. 

Ghicken-pox. — Not  many  cases  during  the  year,  mostly  at  Warnford. 

Erysipelas. — One  case  notified  in  July  at  Basingwell  Street,  Bishop’s  Waltham ; sink  pipe  improperly 
connected  with  drain  and  drain  unventilated ; had  sink  pipe  disconnected  and  drain 
ventilated.  One  case  notified  in  October  at  Meonstoke ; privy  foul ; had  privy  cleaned 
out.  Two  cases  notified  in  December,  one  case  at  Shirrell  Heath,  no  sanitary  defect ; and 
the  other  case  at  Droxford,  traumatic ; no  sanitary  defect.  There  were  four  cases  in  all 
notified  during  the  year.  They  were  supplied  with  disinfectants.  No  fatal  case. 

Anthrax. — No  case. 

H. — An  account  of  the  Sanitary  State  of  the  District  generally  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Physical  Features  and  General  Gharacter  of  the  District. — The  District  is  made  up  of  a lot  of 

scattered  villages,  with  the  small  town  of  Bishop’s  Waltham.  It  is  a hilly  district,  and  in 
most  of  the  district  the  sub-soil  is  chalk ; in  other  parts  clay  and  sand.  It  is  an  agricultural 
district,  and  a fair  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  are  employed  on  the  land.  In  a fair 
proportion  of  the  district,  especially  round  Newtown,  Soberton,  Swanmore,  Shirrell 
Heath,  Shedfield,  Waltham  Chase,  Hundred  Acres,  Curdridge,  and  Durley  there  are  a lot 
of  small  holdings  where  the  people  go  in  for  fruit  growing,  especially  strawberries. 

The  House  Accommodation  for  the  Working  Glasses  is  fairly  good.  When  houses  become  unfit 
for  habitation  they  are  condemned  ; when  dilapidated  notice  is  served  on  the  owner  to  put 
into  proper  repair.  Several  notices  were  served  for  dilapidations,  and  the  work  done. 
Where  notices  are  not  complied  with,  a Closing  Order  is  obtained  from  the  Magistrates, 
and  the  house  closed.  There  is  plenty  of  open  space  about  the  houses,  and  the 
cleanliness  of  their  surroundings  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  There  is  no  super- 
vision over  the  erection  of  new  houses,  beyond  the  owner  having  to  obtain 
from  the  District  Council  a certificate  certifying  the  water  supply  is  good  before  the 
house  can  be  occupied.  The  District  Council  have  no  building  bye-laws.  One  house  was 
occupied  without  a certificate,  the  man  was  summoned,  and  the  case  was  dismissed  on  the 
man  giving  an  undertaking  to  sink  a well  immediately,  which  was  done. 

Water  Supply  of  the  District.— The  Water  Supply  of  the  district  is  fairly  good  ; the  majority  of  the 
houses  have  their  own  wells.  The  main  part  of  Bishop’s  Waltham  is  supplied  by  the 
Bishop’s  Waltham  Waterworks  Company,  which  is  obtained  from  wells  sunk  in  the  chalk. 
The  water  is  very  good  and  free  from  any  danger  of  pollution.  The  Bishop’s  Waltham 
Waterworks  Company  have  extended  their  mains  to  Curdridge,  and  a good  many  of 
the  houses  have  had  the  water  laid  on.  The  houses  on  Waltham  Chase,  where  the  water 
was  undrinkable,  have  had  the  water  laid  on  from  the  Gosport  Water  Company’s  main. 
The  Gosport  Water  Company  have  been  pumping  large  quantities  of  water  throughout 
the  year,  but  have  not  affected  the  neighbouring  wells  to  any  serious  extent.  None  of  the 
waters  in  this  district  have  any  particular  action  on  lead.  There  are  several  houses  on 
Waltham  Chase,  on  the  Bishop’s  Waltham  side  of  the  Botley  Road,  where  the  water  is 
far  from  satisfactory,  and  I should  like  to  see  the  water  laid  on,  if  possible,  from  the 
Bishop’s  Waltham  Waterworks. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  District  Council  having  adopted  Mr.  Cobbett’s  scheme  for  the 
efficient  drainage  of  Bishop’s  Waltham,  and  the  owner  of  the  land  required  for  the  outfall 
works  objecting  to  sell,  the  District  Council  in  November  petitioned  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  the  issue  of  a Provisional  Order  empowering  them  to  put  in  force,  with  reference 
to  certain  lands  situate  in  the  Parish  of  Bishop’s  Waltham  and  required  by  them  for  the 
construction  of  works  for,  or  in  connection  with  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Bishop’s 
Waltham,  and  the  provision  of  access  to  such  works,  the  powers  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Acts 
with  respect  to  the  purchase  and  taking  of  lands  otherwise  than  by  agreement.  At  the  end 
of  December  the  Local  Government  Board  notified  the  District  Council  that  a local 
enquiry  would  be  held  at  Bishop’s  Waltham  to  enquire  into  the  subject  matter  of  their 
petition.  The  condition  of  the  drainage  of  Bishop’s  Waltham  continues  the  same  as  before; 
a large  portion  of  the  slop  water,  and  in  some  instances  sewage  from  some  of  the  houses, 
flows  into  the  surface  water  drains  and  thence  into  the  brook,  which  is  cleaned  out  when 
necessary.  At  Newtown,  Bishop’s  Waltham,  most  of  the  houses  have  cesspools;  the  soil 
being  clay,  they  soon  fill  up,  and  have  to  be  frequently  emptied.  In  some  cases  the  slop 
water  runs  away  into  a brook,  which  finally  empties  into  Bishop’s  Waltham  pond. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams  in  the  District. — The  Hamble  River  is  polluted  by  the  slop 
water  and  some  of  the  sewage  of  Bishop’s  Waltham.  No  action  taken  at  present  to 
check  it. 

Excrement  Disposal. — The  excrement  in  the  district  generally  is  disposed  of  into  dead  wells  in  the 
better  class  of  houses  (in  some  cases  they  have  septic  tanks),  and  in  the  lower  classes  in 
privy  cesspits,  earth  closets,  and  buckets,  which  are  cleaned  out  by  the  tenants  themselves. 
Many  cesspits  have  been  done  away  with  and  earth  closets  and  buckets  substituted.  In 
Bishop’s  Waltham  the  cesspools,  earth  closets,  and  buckets  are  cleaned  out  by  contract, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  District  Council ; cesspools  on  demand,  earth  closets  and 
buckets  twice  a week. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. — The  house  refuse  throughout  the  district  generally  is 
removed  by  certain  men  in  the  several  villages,  and  paid  for  by  the  tenants  themselves. 
In  Bishop’s  Waltham  the  house  refuse  is  removed  by  contract,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  District  Council.  Each  house  has  an  ash  box,  the  man  goes  round  twice  a week, 
empties  the  boxes  and  takes  the  refuse  right  away  in  a covered  cart  early  in  the  morning. 

III. — An  account  of  the  enquiries  made  by  such  officer  as  to  conditions  injurious  to  health 
existing  in  the  district,  and  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  such  conditions  in  which  he  has 
taken  part  or  advised  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

Milk  Supply. — The  character  and  wholesomeness  of  the  milk  produced  within  the  district  is  satis- 
factory. The  District  Council  have  adopted  regulations  with  respect  to  cowsheds,  dairies, 
and  milk  shops,  which  came  into  force  on  January  ist,  1908.  All  the  cowsheds,  dairies, 
and  milk  shops  are  registered.  There  are  sixty-eight  on  the  register;  they  have  all  been 
inspected  and  altered  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  ; in  some  cases  new 
cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  built,  cowshed  floors  repaved  and  channelled,  cowsheds 
properly  drained,  cowsheds  provided  with  additional  light  and  ventilation,  and  sides  and 
ceilings  limewashed.  On  the  whole,  the  cowsheds,  dairies,  and  milkshops  are  satisfactory, 
a great  improvement  being  visible  since  the  regulations  came  into  force.  There  is  no 
administration  in  regard  to  milk. 

Other  Foods.— The  sanitary  condition  of  premises  where  foods  are  prepared,  stored,  or  exposed  for 
sale  are  satisfactory.  There  has  been  no  unsound  food  detected.  The  condition  of  the 
slaughterhouses  is  satisfactory  ; they  are  all  inspected  and  kept  in  a cleanly  state.  All 
bakehouses  are  inspected  and  kept  in  a cleanly  state.  No  carcases  condemned  for 
tuberculosis. 

Bye-Laws  as  to  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings,  Offensive  Trades,  etc.— The  District  Council  have  no 
bye-laws  relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgings  or  offensive  trades,  as  there  are  so  few  houses 
let  in  lodgings,  and  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  district. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. — The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  schools  is  satisfactory. 

Curdridge  School  has  had  the  water  laid  on  from  the  Bishop’s  Waltham  Waterworks 
Company.  The  valves  of  two  fresh  air  inlets,  situated  on  the  playground  at  Curdridge 
School,  got  broken  off  by  the  children,  and  the  intercepting  trap,  between  the  two  inlets, 
blocked  up,  and  the  inspection  chamber  three  parts  full  of  sewage,  causing  an  outbreak  of 
diphtheria  among  the  children.  I wrote  to  the  County  Surveyor  and  the  work  was  done  ; 
the  schools  were  closed  for  a month  and  disinfected.  The  schools  at  Swanmore  were 
closed  for  a month  and  disinfected  on  account  of  an  outbreak  of  whooping  cough  and 
impertigo  amongst  the  children.  The  schools  at  Upham  were  closed  for  a month  on 
account  of  an  outbreak  of  whooping  cough.  The  privies  at  Westmeon  School  have  been 
moved  further  away  from  the  school,  which  is  an  improvement.  The  schools  throughout 
the  district  are  all  well  ventilated.  All  children  with  infectious  disease  are  kept  away  from 
school,  as  also  the  children  of  the  family  in  which  such  cases  are.  A County  Medical 
' Officer  and  two  assistants  have  been  appointed  by  the  County  Council  for  the  medical 

inspection  of  the  school  children,  which  has  had  the  effect  of  some  of  the  children  being 
kept  in  a more  cleanly  state. 

Methods  of  dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  notified  by  the 
Medical  Attendant,  and  are  at  once  visited  by  me.  The  cases  are  isolated  in  their  own 
homes,  as  there  is  no  isolation  hospital.  The  people  are  supplied  with  disinfectants,  and 
the  houses  fumigated  afterwards. 

Methods  of  Control  of  Tuberculosis. — There  is  no  system  of  notification  (either  compulsory  or 
voluntary)  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  district.  A system  of  the  notification  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  as  regards  paupers  in  the  Workhouse,  and  people  receiving  outdoor 
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relief,  came  into  force  on  January  ist,  1909.  There  is  no  hospital  accommodation 
for  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  Infirmary,  unless  the  infectious  block  be  used 
for  the  purpose,  and  there  is  no  accommodation  elsewhere  in  the  district. 

Water  Analysis. — Thirty-two  samples  of  water  have  been  analysed  by  me,  and  action  taken. 

Nuisances. — Notices  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  have  all  been  complied  with,  except  twenty-five, 
fourteen  of  which  the  work  is  in  hand ; six  the  owners  have  promised  to  put  in  hand  at 
once,  and  five  not  expired.  In  many  cases  a letter  from  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  the 
same  effect  as  a notice. 

The  lodginghouses,  slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  factories,  and  workshops  are  all 
visited  periodically,  and  kept  in  proper  order.  Systematic  inspections  of  the  district  are 
made  from  time  to  time  by  the  Inspector  and  myself,  as  may  be  necessary  in  particular 
localities. 

There  are  no  Certified  Mid  wives  practising  in  the  district.  There  has  been  no  case  of 
puerperal  fever  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  is  not  in  force  in  this  district. 


THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

(1.)  Sanitary  Condition  of  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

(a.)  Cleanliness. — In  sixteen  cases  workshops  were  not  kept  in  a cleanly  state.  Notices  were 
served  and  complied  with. 

.{b.)  Air  Space. — In  no  case  was  there  insufficient  air  space. 

(c.)  Ventilation.— In  no  case  was  there  any  defect  found. 

(d.)  Drainage  of  floors. — Satisfactory. 

(e.)  Provision  of  suitable  and  sufiBcient  Sanitary  Accommodation. — Satisfactory. 

(/.)  Other  Nuisances. — In  three  cases  nuisances  were  found,  notices  were  served,  and  com- 
plied with. 

(2.)  Special  Sanitary  Regulations  for  Bakehouses. — In  no  case  was  there  a breach  of  special 
sanitary  regulations  for  bakehouses.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the 
District.  The  bakehouses  are  all  visited  and  kept  in  a cleanly  state. 

(3.)  Home  Work. — There  is  very  little  home  work  done  in  the  District.  There  have  been  only  six 
people  residing  in  the  District  doing  home  work,  one  of  whom  works  for  a firm  in 
another  District.  The  Home  Work  is  done  under  satisfactory  conditions.  There  has 
been  no  case  of  infectious  disease  at  any  outworkers’  premises. 

(4.)  The  keeping  of  the  list  of  outworkers  in  certain  branches  of  industry,  which  are  to  be 
furnished  by  employers,  and  the  transmission  of  the  name  and  place  of  employ- 
ment of  any  such  outworker,  who  does  not  reside  in  the  District,  to  the  Council 
of  the  District,  in  which  he  works. — A list  of  outworkers  is  kept  by  the  Clerk  to  the 
District  Council,  and  forwarded  to  me,  twice  a year,  in  February  and  August ; and  if 
there  is  an  outworker,  who  does  not  reside  in  the  District,  employed  by  any  one  in  the 
District,  the  name  and  place  of  employment  is  transmitted  to  the  Council  of  the  District, 
in  which  he  works.  There  have  been  two  cases  of  outworkers  residing  in  another 
District,  employed  by  people  in  this  District ; and  only  one  case  of  an  outworker, 
residing  in  this  District,  employed  by  people  outside  the  District. 

(5.)  The  keeping  of  a Register  of  Workshops. — A Register  of  Workshops  is  kept  by  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances.  There  are  eighty-two  workshops  on  the  register. 

IV. — Tabular  Statements  of  Sickness  and  Mortality  within  the  District,  classified  according  to 
diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 

Table  1 gives  vital  statistics  of  the  whole  District  in  igo8,  and  previous  ten  years,  with  the 
averages  for  previous  ten  years. 

Table  II  gives  vital  statistics  of  the  whole  District,  and  separate  localities  in  1908,  and  previous 
ten  years,  with  the  averages  for  previous  ten  years. 

Table  III  gives  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1908,  for  the  whole  District, 
classified  according  to  ages  ; and  also  gives  cases  notified  in  each  locality. 

Table  lY  gives  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at.  Death  during  the  year  1908. 

Table  Y gives  the  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1908,  giving  the  deaths  from  stated 
causes,  in  weeks  and  months,  under  one  year  of  age,  the  number  of  legitimate  and 
illegitimate  births  and  deaths  during  the  year. 

I calculate  the  Death  Rate  at  12-1,  which  is  slightly  below  the  average  for  the  previous  ten 
years.  There  were  two  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  two  from  Whooping  Cough,  seventeen  from 
Tubercular  diseases,  ten  of  which  occurred  in  the  Hambledon  locality,  six  in  the  Bishop’s  Waltham 
locality,  and  one  in  the  Westmeon  locality.  Ten  deaths  from  Cancer,  eleven  from  Pneumonia,  and 
twenty-two  from  Heart  Diseases.  The  Infant  Death  Rate,  under  one  year  of  age,  I calculate  at 
59’8  per  1000  births  registered,  which  is  about  the  same  as  last  year,  and  considerably  lower  than  the 
average  for  the  previous  ten  years.  I enclose  a copy  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Report,  giving  an 
account  of  his  work  during  the  year,  which  has  been  performed  satisfactorily. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDGAR  C.  PERN, 

Medical  0£icer  of  Health. 


To  the  Droxfurd  Rural  District  Council, 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Droxford  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — 
The 

31st,  igo8: — 


following 


is  a summary  of  my  work  for  the  year  ending  December 


Number  of  Complaints  received  ... 

,,  Premises  inspected 

,,  Sanitary  Defects  found 

„ Sanitary  Defects  remedied 

„ Notices  and  Letters  to  Owners  and  Occupiers  of  Property 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  Samples  of  Water  obtained  ... 

,,  ,,  sent  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Analysis 

,,  New  Wells  sunk 

„ Wells  cleaned,  repaired,  and  covered 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  Infected  Houses  and  the  Occupiers  supplied  with  Disinfectants... 
,,  Infected  Houses  Disinfected  ... 

,,  Schools  Disinfected 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Number  of  Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses  ...  

,,  Notices  served  to  remove  Offensive  Accumulation 

,,  Notices  complied  with...  ...  

WORKSHOPS. 

Number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register  ... 

,,  Workplaces 

,,  Visits  to  Workshops 

,,  Sanitary  Defects  found 

,,  Notices  served  to  remedy  Sanitary  Defects 

„ Notices  complied  with... 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Number  Registered  in  the  District 
,,  of  Inspections  ... 

,,  New  Cow-sheds  built 

,,  New  Dairies  built  ... 

,,  Cow-shed  Floors  re-paved  and  channelled 

,,  Cow-sheds  drained  ... 

,,  ,,  provided  with  additional  light 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ventilation 

,,  ,,  limewashed 


CLEANSING  AT  BISHOP’S  WALTHAM. 


Number  of  Ash  Boxes  emptied 
,,  Earth  Closets  emptied 

„ Privies  emptied... 

„ Cesspools  emptied 


53 

675 

146 

121 

195 


26 

26 

23 

3 


27 

22 

2 


52 

3 

3 


68 

H 

108 

19 

19 

16 


68 

93 

I 

I 

1 1 
13 

10 

10 

16 


...  19448 
...  13728 
...  131 

68 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  H.  CHARD, 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during*  1908  and  previous  Years. 


Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the  District. 

Deaths  of 

Deaths  of 

Nett  Deaths  at  all 

Total 

Non- 

Residents 

Aees  beloneine 

Deaths  in 

residents 

registered 

to 

Population 

Under  i year  of  age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Public 

registered 

in  Public 

the  District. 

Year 

estimated  to 

Institu- 

in  Public 

Institu- 

Middle  of 

tions 

Institu- 

tions 

each  Year. 

Rate  per 

in  the 

tions 

beyond 

Number 

Rate.* 

Number. 

1000 

Births 

Number 

Rate.* 

District. 

in  the 
District. 

the 

District. 

Number 

Rate.* 

Registered 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 . 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

1898  ... 

11528 

274 

237 

23 

83’9 

135 

II-7 

9 

2 

133 

II-5 

1899  ... 

12102 

269 

22-2 

31 

115-2 

166 

12-6 

H 

... 

166 

12-6 

1900  ... 

12150 

279 

22-9 

34 

121-8 

184 

15-1 

6 

184 

15-1 

1901 

11778 

350 

297 

28 

80 

142 

12-05 

12 

142 

12-05 

1902  ... 

11778 

291 

24-6 

28 

96-2 

147 

12-4 

1 1 

I 

146 

12-3 

1903  ... 

1 1812 

291 

24*6 

19 

65-2 

136 

5 

136 

1904  ... 

11812 

254 

21-5 

23 

90-5 

175 

14-8 

18 

175 

14-8 

1905  ... 

11820 

273 

23-09 

18 

65-9 

H3 

12-09 

15 

143 

12-09 

1906 

11830 

276 

23-3 

20 

72-4 

142 

12 

8 

I 

4 

145 

12-24 

1907  ... 

1 1970 

270 

22-5 

16 

59-2 

130 

10-86 

12 

I 

131 

10-9 

Averages 
for  years 

11858 

282 

23-8 

24 

85-03 

130 

12-51 

II 

•5 

•4 

150 

12-5 

1898-07 

1908 

12110 

284 

23’4 

17 

59-8 

143 

11-8 

9 

Nil 

4 

147 

12-1 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water) — 48644. 
Total  Population  at  all  Ages — 11778 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — 2630  ^ at  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  House — 4’47  > 


I. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District. 

II. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
the  District. 

III. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in 
which  have  been  distributed  among  the 
several  localities  in  the  District. 

Shedfield  Cottage  Hospital. 

Winchester  County  Hospital. 
Royal  Portsmouth  Hospital. 

Droxford  Workhouse. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ? — Yes. 


TABLE  II. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1908  and  previous  years. 


Names  of 
localities 

WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

1 

HAMBLEDON. 

2 

BISHOP’S  WALTHAM 

3 

WESTMEON 

4 

Year 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  regis- 
tered 

Deaths  at  all 
ages 

Deaths  under 

I year 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year 

Births  Regis- 
tered 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages 

Deaths  under  ' 

I year 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  Regis- 
tered 

Deaths  at  all 

Ages 

Deaths  under 

I year 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year 

Births  Regis- 
tered 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages 

Deaths  under 

I year 

1898  ... 

11528 

274 

133 

23 

5648 

133 

64 

8 

3931 

96 

46 

1 1 

1949 

45 

23 

4 

1899  ... 

I2I02 

269 

166 

31 

5962 

127 

83 

17 

4121 

lOI 

55 

10 

2019 

41 

28 

4 

1900  ... 

I215O 

279 

184 

34 

5962 

142 

90 

16 

4131 

85 

61 

10 

2047 

52 

33 

8 

1901  ... 

11778 

350 

142 

28 

5720 

140 

64 

12 

3970 

157 

54 

13 

2088 

53 

24 

3 

1902  ... 

11778 

291 

146 

28 

5720 

135 

70 

14 

3970 

103 

41 

6 

2088 

53 

35 

8 

1903  ... 

11812 

291 

136 

19 

5737 

139 

68 

9 

3981 

109 

42 

6 

2094 

46 

26 

4 

1904  ... 

11812 

254 

175 

23 

5737 

I18 

91 

10 

3981 

97 

57 

1 1 

2094 

39 

27 

2 

1905  ... 

11820 

273 

143 

18 

5740 

150 

74 

10 

3984 

90 

49 

7 

2096 

33 

20 

I 

1906  ... 

11830 

276 

145 

20 

5745 

125 

71 

10 

3987 

III 

46 

6 

2098 

40 

28 

4 

1907  ... 

II97O 

270 

13I 

16 

5835 

146 

57 

4 

4029 

95 

53 

10 

2106 

29 

21 

2 

Averages' 
of  years 

M 

M 

00 

Ln 

00 

1 

282 

150 

24 

5780 

135 

73 

II 

3998 

104 

48 

9 

2067 

43 

26 

4 

1898-07, 

1908  ... 

I2IIO 

284 

147 

17 

5903 

149 

80 

8 

4081 

97 

47 

8 

2126 

38 

20 

I 

8 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during:  the  year  1908: 


Notifiable 

Disease. 

Cases  notified  in  Whole  District. 

Total  Cases  notified 
in  each  Locality. 

No.  of  Cases  Removed  to  Hospital 
from  each  Locality. 

At 

all 

Ages 

.-\t  Ages — Years. 

Under 

I 

I to 

5 

5 to 
15 

15  to 

25 

25  to 

65 

65  and 
upwards 

Hanibledon 

Bishop's 

Waltham. 

Westmeon 

Hambledon 

Bishop's 

Waltham. 

Westmeon 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 
Erysipelas 

Scarlet  fever  ... 
Typhus  fever ... 
Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 
Plague... 

28 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

25 

I 

I 

I 

1 

2 

2 

2 

I 

28 

I 

I 

I 

1 

2 

Totals... 

37 

2 

2 

27 

6 

3 

31 

3 

Isolation  Hospital — None. 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during:  the  Year  1908. 


Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  of  Residents  whether 
occurring  in  or  be)’ond  the  District. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages  of  Residents 
belonging  to  Localities,  whether 
occurring  in  or  beyond  the 
District. 

Total 
Deaths 
whether 
of  Resi- 
dents or 
non-Resi- 
dents  in 
Public 
Insti- 
tutions 
in  the 
District. 

Causes  of  Death. 

I 

All 

Ages 

2 

U nder 

I year 

3 

I and 
under 

S 

4 

5 and 

under 

IS 

5 

15  and 
under 

25 

6 

25  and 
under 

65 

7 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

8 

Hambledon 

Bishop’s 

Waltham 

Westmeon 

Small-pox 

Measles  ... 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

branous  Croup) 

2 

I 

I 

2 

Croup 

(Typhus  ... 

FeverJ  Enteric  ... 

1 

I 

I 

[other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 

I 

I 

I 

Cholera  ... 

Plague  ... 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis) 

10 

I 

2 

6 

I 

6 

3 

I 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases  ... 

7 

I 

I 

2 

2 

I 

4 

3 

• . . 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

10 

4 

6 

6 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

6 

I 

I 

4 

2 

3 

I 

I 

Pneumonia 

II 

5 

3 

I 

I 

I 

8 

3 

. . . 

Pleurisy  ...  ...  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Organs 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

4 

3 

I 

2 

2 

Venereal  Diseases 

• • • 

Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Par- 

7 

7 

4 

2 

I 

turition 

. . . 

Heart  Diseases  ...  

22 

6 

16 

10 

8 

4 

2 

Accidents 

I 

I 

I 

Suicides  ... 

All  other  causes... 

58 

I 

I 

2 

10 

44 

33 

15 

10 

6 

All  causes 

147 

17 

9 

7 

5 

35 

74 

80 

47 

20 

9 

9 


TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during:  the  Year  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  weeks  and  months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  i Week 

I — 2 Weeks 

2 — 3 Weeks 

3 — 4 Weeks 

Total  under 

I Month 

I — 2 Months 

C 

0 
§ 

CO 

1 

Cl 

3 — 4 Months 

4 — 5 Months 

5—6  Months 

6 — 7 Months 

7 — 8 Months 

8 — 9 Months 

9 — 10  Months 

lo-ii  Months 

C 

0 

CM 

1 

Total  Deaths 

Under  i Year 

A ll  Catiscs : — 

Certified 

Uncertified... 

5 

2 

I 

8 

2 

2 

I 

I 

... 

I 

I 

I 

17 

1. — Common  Infectious  Diseases  : 
Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 
Whooping  Cough... 

II. — Diary hoeal  Diseases  : — 
Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis, 
Gastro-enteritis  ... 
Gastritis,  Gastrointestinal 
Catarrh  ... 

III.  — Wasting  Diseases 

Premature  Birth  ... 
Congenital  Defects 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk, 
Starvation 

Atrophy,  Debility, 
Marasmus 

IV.  — Ttihevculous  Diseases  : — 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

V. — Other  Causes  : — 

Erysipelas  ... 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 

Bronchitis  ... 

Laryngitis  ... 

Pneumonia... 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  Causes 

5 

2 

I 

7 

I 

I 
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DROXFORD  RURAL 


Births  in  the  year 


Legitimate, 

Illegitimate, 


DISTRICT. — Population '(estimated  to  middle  of  1908) — 12110. 

269.  r Legitimate  Infants, 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  4 


15- 


Illegitimate  Infants, 


17- 


o. 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  147. 


lo 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1908 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Droxford, 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 


1.— Inspection. 

In’cluding  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

I 

Inspections. 

2 

Written  Notices. 

3 

Prosecutions. 

4 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ... 

5 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

119 

17 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  Premises  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  Report)... 

37 

2 

Total 

161 

19 

2.  — Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Found. 


Remedied. 

3 


Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 
4 


Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 


16 


16 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Want  of  Cleanliness 
Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 
Other  Nuisances 


I insufficient 

'^'Sanitary  Accommodation-!  unsuitable  or  defective 

(not  separate  for  sexes 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 


Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouses 

(s.  loi)  ...  

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake- 
houses-(ss.  97  to  100)  ... 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 
work, which  are  included  in  Part  3 of  this 
Report)  ... 


Total 


Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  .Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted  by  the  District  Council. 
Sanitary  Accommodation  satisfactory. 


Home  Work. 
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Jacob  & Johnson,  Printers,  Winchester. 


DROXFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 


